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the
President’s
Corner

As this issue of the General Messenger is dedicated to our Grad at Grad trait of “Religious,” it is only fitting to turn the President’s 
Corner over to Fr. Ron Mercier, SJ, Provincial of the Jesuits of the USA, Central & Southern Province. These remarks are an excerpt 
from a recent letter he wrote to the Arrupe Jesuit community: 

…What I have encountered is a school committed to the mission of the Church and the Society of Jesus, in proclaiming God’s 
mercy especially through the service of those on the margins of society. The faculty and staff give themselves thoroughly to 
serving and to handing on the faith in a living way. Through teaching, retreats, and service, they help students not only know 
about Jesus but come to know and love Him in a personal way. Families share in the mission, and where would we be without 
the gracious generosity of so many donors who give time, prayers and financial support to Arrupe Jesuit? 

Arrupe Jesuit provides not only excellent education but wonderful formation in faith. While, as always, there are areas in 
which to grow, you serve the Church well by how you help form the young women and men who come to Arrupe Jesuit. They 
would otherwise have no possibility for a quality Catholic education. As I have written to the Archbishop, the Society of Jesus 
looks forward to deepening the Catholic and Jesuit mission of Arrupe Jesuit. Never forget, however, what a wonderful reality 
you already have! The Province looks forward to a long and fruitful collaboration with Arrupe Jesuit…

Gratefully in the Lord,

Ronald A. Mercier, SJ
Provincial

We are blessed to have the Province’s continued support of our work here in Denver. Thank you, Fr. Ron, for articulating the impact of 
our mission and of our partnership.

God’s Blessings,

Fr. Timothy M. McMahon, SJ
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Corporate 
Work Study
program

Finding God’s Love in the Workplace

Each workday, students receive a timecard along with reflection 

questions for their week.  During April, students shared how 

they have experienced God’s love through their jobs:  

Though they don’t fill out 

daily timecards, CWSP staff 

also had a unique opportunity 

to witness God’s plans alive 

at work. This year, they had 

the privilege of working with 

Stuart Thomas, nSJ during 

the early part of his Jesuit 

formation.  Below, Stuart 

shares a brief reflection of 

his time with the CWSP team. 

“I feel very fortunate to have learned and served at Arrupe Jesuit in the Corporate Work Study Program office during the 
Jesuit novice “experiment” following my pilgrimage this winter.  It was fun to see how God could use skills from my corporate 
background (airline network planning) as I worked on a bus routing project, at the same time I was witnessing the fruit of my CWSP 
colleagues’ efforts to match students’ talents and interests with employers’ needs.  I was struck by Arrupe students’ maturity and 
character, along with the dedication of the faculty, staff, benefactors and employers who support our students.  A highlight came 
during Holy Week when the senior class presented the Stations of the Cross with reflections on crosses they have carried.  Arrupe 
Jesuit and its partners are a special community strengthening each other as we journey through life and take on new challenges 
each school day or work day!”

(L-R) Janeth Loya, ‘17, Israel Merlos, ’19 receiving the CWSP Student Employee of 
the Month award for their performances on the job.  Janeth and Israel are in their 
first year working at Cynosure Energy and Open World Learning, respectively.

“Having a job through CWSP has taught me about God’s love 
by showing me that people care about me and they want me 
to succeed in life!”       — Esmeralda, Class of 2016

“My CWSP job shows me that God wants me to have the best 
and that I am very blessed.”
          — Jose, Class of 2018  
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Please join us in congratulating the Class of 2016. This 10th 

graduating class has much to celebrate with 5 Daniels Scholars, 

1 Gates Millennium Scholar, and countless other prestigious 

scholarships and accomplishments, including 100% college 

acceptance!  Overall, they have earned over $4 Million in merit 

based scholarships towards their own college education.  For 

a complete list of the colleges and universities that these 79 

graduates will be heading off to in August, please visit the College 

Admissions page on our website!

“As a school we are incredibly proud of the many successes 
achieved by the Class of 2016.  During the last four years, 
they have worked diligently to develop within themselves and 
within the community those values that Arrupe Jesuit High 
School holds most dear – to be intellectually competent, 
committed to justice, work experienced, loving, religious, and 
open to growth.  We are confident that they will meet the new 
challenges that await them with similar success. ” 
      — Michael O’Hagan, Principal

“The members of the Class of 2016 are loving and focused 
on their future.  With a competitive spirit, they challenge 
themselves and each other daily.  They have the ability to be 
extremely successful and I look forward to what they will 
accomplish with a college education!”
  — Joanne Augustine, Director of College Counseling

Congratulations to the Arrupe Jesuit Class of 2016!
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Arrupe Jesuit is fortunate to have six members of the 

Society of Jesus serving our school.  Take a closer look 

to find out who they are, where they’ve been and what 

they are doing around the busy halls of Arrupe Jesuit! 

Education: A Cornerstone of 
the Society of Jesus

Alumni Note
You may recall reading about Jose Madrid ’10 in our 2014-2015 Annual Report. After Arrupe Jesuit, Jose 
graduated from Georgetown University in 2014 and is now attending Georgetown Law. A few weeks 
ago, he emailed Principal O’Hagan to tell him about a special lunch he had with someone you may have 
heard of - Former Attorney General, Eric Holder. Holder was on the Georgetown campus for an interview 
about race and the law. Georgetown President John DeGioia thought of Jose as someone who would 
contribute to the conversation and invited him to the lunch. Jose enjoyed hearing good stories about his 
time in the White House and had the opportunity to share just how impactful his Work Study experience 
at Arrupe Jesuit was and that it was his time working for Jones & Keller that inspired his career in law.

Although Fr. Gary Menard, SJ was not the Assistant Principal at 
Arrupe Jesuit when we opened our doors in 2003, he was part 
of the conversation to start a Cristo Rey school in Denver.  Back 
in 1998, he submitted to the postulate that the Cristo Rey model 
should be considered for the Denver community. Fr. Gary then 
arrived at Arrupe Jesuit as a staff member in 2006 and has been 
a critical part of the education of our students ever since. He 
believes that “Cristo Rey schools are the most exciting thing 
in Catholic education” and he is thrilled to a part of such a 
wonderful community.  

Fr. Timothy McMahon, SJ played a critical role in the development 
of Arrupe Jesuit, as he was Provincial when our doors opened 
in 2003.  He began serving as President in 2010 and we have 
grown tremendously under his leadership. He shared how it is 
“wonderful as a Jesuit to work with so many committed people to 
Arrupe.  From the board of trustees, faculty, CWSP sponsors and 
donors, it is the collaboration between the Society of Jesus and 
so many partners in this ministry that makes Arrupe a great Jesuit 
apostolate”.   We are so appreciative of all that Fr. Tim has done 
for our community! 

Fr. Leo Weber, SJ has been here since day one.  He has taught 
Theology classes and currently serves as our school Chaplain.  
Earlier this year, we had the pleasure of celebrating Fr. Leo’s 
90th birthday (read more about that on page 6) and it gave us the 
chance to look back on all that he has done as a Jesuit.  Before 
arriving at Arrupe Jesuit in 2003, Fr. Leo served as Provincial and 
spent 33 years in Belize serving the poor.  We are so thankful for 
all that he brings to our community and enjoy learning from him 
every day!

We may be sad to see him go, but we are excited to share that 
Fr. Drew Kirschman, SJ will begin a new journey this summer as 

he heads to Mexico for his Tertianship, which is the last stage of 
Jesuit formation before final vows. Serving at Arrupe Jesuit for the 
past five years, Fr. Drew made a huge impact by working directly 
with our families and launching the Parent Network. He is touched 
by the work done within these walls and sends a heartfelt thank 
you to the Arrupe community: 

“Thank you for welcoming me in and inviting me to be a part 
of your lives.  I am grateful for the way Arrupe empowers our 
students, families and adult community to care for one another.” 

Thank you, Fr. Drew for touching all of our hearts during your time 
here. We wish you the best of luck on your new journey! 

As we say goodbye to one Jesuit, we are fortunate to welcome 
another!  Fr. John Nugent, SJ will be joining us this coming school 
year and will serve as Assistant Principal for Academic Support. 
He is currently finishing his Master’s in Education Administration 
at Boston College and will be arriving at Arrupe Jesuit later this 
summer. Come by and say hello!

Two Jesuit scholastics joined us this school year, Mr. Jeackson 
Vargas, SJ and Mr. Louis Hotop, SJ, and have quickly made a big 
impact on our community.  Jeackson teaches several Theology 
classes, coaches volleyball and has made a conscious effort to 
get to know each and every one of our students at a deeper level. 
He sits with a different group of students every day at lunch and 
takes the time getting to know them.  Louis teaches Theology 
and has taken over the role of service coordinator. Our students 
continue to impress him with their generosity and kindness during 
their time volunteering at the soup kitchen.  This coming school 
year, Louis will be the Pastoral chair and we look forward to 
seeing him flourish in this new role! 
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This spring, our students had the opportunity 
to hear from Fr. Jose Di Paola, also known as 
Fr. Pepe. He has served in the slums of Buenos 
Aires since the mid 1990’s and has a very close 
friendship with Pope Francis.  After viewing 
the Pope address the United States and speak 
directly with a Cristo Rey school in Chicago this 
past fall, it was special to have someone so 
closely connected with the Pope at Arrupe Jesuit.  

Around Arrupe Jesuit
AJHS senior, Esmeralda, was especially moved 
by Fr. Pepe’s visit and the stories shared with 
our student body.  “He is so down to earth! He 
told us how Pope Francis and him have a rivalry 
between their two favorite football teams and 
give each other a hard time when they play 
against each other. It was neat to know that 
religious leaders have a little fun once in a 
while, too”.

Have You Seen Our Art 
Collection?

Happy Birthday, Fr. Leo!
On April 12, 2016, our school Chaplain Fr. 
Leo Weber celebrated his 90th birthday! 
No celebration is complete without a 
schoolwide celebration, t-shirts, and 
a Papal Blessing. All students, faculty, 
and staff surprised Fr. Leo by wearing 
t-shirts with his picture on the front and 
his daily request of the students on the 
back: “Try to be good!” While taking 
a photo with the entire student body, 
Fr. Tim further surprised Fr. Leo with 
the presentation of a Papal Blessing 
marking the occasion. Stop by AJHS 
to see this Blessing hanging next to 
Fr. Leo’s workstation in the faculty 
workroom and to wish Fr. Leo a belated 
happy birthday!

It is no secret that our school just underwent a major 
expansion and renovation, but did you know we 
now host an incredible collection of religious art? 
From a portrait of Pope Francis painted live at Magis 
Night a few years back to a commissioned painting 
of Jesus with teenagers in our new Madonna Della 

Strada Chapel 
to two beautiful 
images of the 
Jesuit Reductions 
in Paraguay, the 
artwork in our 
halls has truly 
made our new 
space come alive. 
Special thanks to 
several generous 

benefactors who believe in the power of imagery for 
bringing a new and colorful spirit to our home. We 
hope you’ll come by to take a look!
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Bright Lights, Big City: Magis Night 2016
“I am beyond excited about my future and am very proud of my 
success as a college student, but I know I did not get here on 
my own.  I am where I am today because of the many people in 
this room who believed in me and supported me on every step 
of this journey.  I entered college knowing I was worthy of an 
education and I have Arrupe to thank for that”.
 

— Samantha Cordova
 AJHS Class of 2012
 Loyola University Chicago Class of 2016

The lights truly shone brightly at Magis Night 2016…and thanks to 
the incredible generosity of our community, more than $1 million 
in net proceeds was raised for the students of Arrupe Jesuit High 
School!  We are so grateful to all event sponsors, donors, and 
attendees. Your partnership makes us the school that works!

Head to the event section at www.ArrupeJesuit.com for a 
complete recap of the evening, photo album, and links to watch 
speeches from Magis Award recipient, Fr. John Foley, SJ and our 
student and alumni speakers.

AJHS Board Chair, John Kelly, and President, Fr. Tim McMahon, SJ, 
present the 2016 Magis Award to Fr. John P. Foley, SJ for tirelessly 
seeking the greater good by providing quality and diverse educational 
opportunities for students most in need by founding the first Cristo 
Rey school and continuing to expand the network to reach more 
students across the nation.

A special thanks to this year’s event co-chairs, Ellyn Coughlin and 
Julia Walsh, pictured here with husbands Walt Coughlin, Darren 
Walsh, along with Fr. Tim McMahon, SJ.

Presidential Sponsors: 
CoBank
Jesuit Community at Regis University
John & Margaret Kelly
Martin Family Foundation
Ralph & Trish Nagel
OppenheimerFunds, Inc.

Senior Sponsors:
Anonymous
John & Florence Fortune 
    Family Foundation
Jones & Keller, P.C.
Leprino Foods
Martin Family Foundation
Richard & Mary Pat McCormick

Junior Sponsor:
Walt & Ellyn Coughlin

Sophomore Sponsors:
Anonymous (5 Tables)
Tim & Kathy Bradley
Campbell Killin Brittan & Ray LLC
City of Arvada
Terry & Fran Combs
EKS&H, LLLP
Tracy & Stephanie Forst
Fransen Pittman Construction       
    Company, Inc.
Innovest Portfolio Solutions, LLC 
J.R. Butler, Inc.
The Dick & Robin Kelly Foundation
Terry Leprino
Reed & Beth Mittelstaedt
Most Precious Blood 
   Catholic Parish
Don & Susan Murphy
Paul & MJ Powers
Rowan Family Foundation
John & Terri Schuster
The Highest Image Foundation
Mike & Nancy Zoellner

2016 Magis Night Sponsors
Freshman Sponsors:
Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield
Archdiocese of Denver
Baceline Investments
Tom & Linda Bandy
Larry & Margaret Byrne
Jim & Deb Campbell
Dave & Mary Carr
Catholic Charities
The Catholic Foundation 
    of Northern Colorado
Catholic Health Initiatives
Citywide Banks
Colorado Housing 
    and Finance Authority
Rees & Barb Davis
Denver Museum of Nature & Science
Drs Bassett, Wallace, Selner & Taylor, PC
Edward Jones
Escuela de Guadalupe
The Fitzgerald Family
Fleet Car Carriers
Mike & Carleen Haselden
Hercules Industries
Randy & Debbie Holliday
Horan & McConaty
IMA, Inc.
Bart & Katie Johnson
Kaiser Permanente
Jennifer Kummer
Dan & Eileen McCallin
Merrill Lynch – HTK Team
Nelnet/5280 Solutions
Newmark Grubb Knight Frank
Ronny & Debbie O’Dwyer
Packaging Express, Inc.
Donna Przybyski
Regis Jesuit High School 
    and the Jesuit Community at RJHS
Regis University (2 Tables)
Schmitz Family Foundation
Paul & Kaybe Sherrill
Soderstrom Architects
Tenova Mining & Minerals, USA
Larry & Margaret Tezak
Darren & Julia Walsh
Yes! Communities, Inc.

Save the Date! Magis Night 2017 – 
Saturday, March 11, 2017
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Rev. Timothy McMahon, SJ, President
(303) 455-7449 x227

TMcMahon@ArrupeJesuit.com

Michael O’Hagan, Principal
(303) 455-7449 x226

MOHagan@ArrupeJesuit.com

Tom Mallary, CWSP Director
(720) 726-3420

TMallary@ArrupeJesuit.com

Kim Smith, Director of Philanthropy
(720) 726-3440

KSmith@ArrupeJesuit.com

Sustainability is key to the success of our school. Gifts to the Student Tuition 
Assistance Reserve (STAR) Endowment build a critical revenue stream, 
completing the four-legged stool model of revenue to ensure our sustainability 
for years to come.  Thanks to the generosity of benefactors, the annual draw 
from the STAR Endowment further ensures no student will ever be turned 
away based on ability to pay.

Contact the Office of Philanthropy at 720.726.3440 
or visit www.arrupejesuit.com to make a gift today

4343 UTICA STREET  •  DENVER, CO  80212
WWW.ARRUPEJESUIT.COM

Arrupe 
Jesuit

High School

Return Service Requested

The STAR Endowment Wants You!
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Enjoy what you are reading in the General Messenger? 
Want to hear more about any particular topics? Tell us 
what you think at Philanthropy@ArrupeJesuit.com.
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GeneralsTogether! provides stress management skills, increases 

social-emotional development, and strengthens the Senior Class 

as they journey through their final year at Arrupe. Created in 2014, 

this program was born out of a need to help seniors manage 

stress and maintain balance resulting in a collaborative effort 

between College Counseling, the Counseling Department and the 

Senior Teaching Team. Seniors walk away from the workshops 

with a sense that they are not alone and that they WILL make it to 

the finish line. We are all in this TOGETHER!

“What I took away from this 

experience is that people are 

around to help and to make a 

difference. My peers have my 

back and I have theirs.”

“My takeaway was how amazing and 

complex my classmates are. There is 

still so much to learn about them.”

How do Arrupe Jesuit Generals show love towards each other?

The five workshops are filled with personal reflection, skill 

building, and community strengthening activities. Each 

workshop has a unique theme, based on different challenges 

present at different times throughout the school year. For 

example, the first workshop this year was an Urban Ropes 

Course, followed by the next workshop being a day of service 

in the neighborhood (raking leaves, etc). The threads of 

togetherness and the importance of self-care, encouragement, 

and love remain constant throughout the program.

Our hope is to expand the program over the next year or two, in 

order to meet the needs of all grade levels. Your gifts make this 

program and its growth possible!
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As guests tour Arrupe Jesuit, they often ask what type of course 

load our students take, from the subjects of classes to the type 

of curriculum used. College Prep is the focus of our academic 

studies, ensuring graduates have a mastery of core subjects that 

both prepares them for their continued studies in higher education 

as well as meets the requirements those colleges and universities 

ask for through the application process. The Corporate Work 

Study Program serves as our equivalent to electives. We believe 

that our student body is best served getting this professional 

experience and exposure to various career paths. 

 

Visual Art

What do Arrupe Jesuit students experience in the classroom?

To graduate from Arrupe Jesuit, our students are required to 

fulfill the following requirements:

4 Years 3.5 Years 3 Years 1 Year 1 Semester

Social 
Studies

Spanish

(English 
and Math 

Enhancement)

Freshman 
Seminar

Alumni Note

Alma Hinojosa, ’14, now a sophomore at CU Boulder, recently 

shared an exciting update. This opportunity highlights how she 

embodies the loving quality of AJHS graduates. Have a great 

semester in Tel Aviv, Alma!

Alma was also asked to be part of a brochure for her University as 

a representation of the sophomore class.  This winter, she will be 

talking to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences about her 

experience so far at CU Boulder.

“I have been accepted to study 

abroad at Tel Aviv University and 

I have an internship lined up at a 

school that is an integrated school 

of Jewish and Arab students. This 

school teaches them that they can 

work together and they learn each 

other’s culture and language.”

English, 
Science, 

Math, 
Theology, 

CWSP

Follow us on               and               for the inside scoop on daily life at Arrupe Jesuit!


